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This game acts as a review. If there are more than 10 kids in class, divide into small 
groups of 5-8 to make multiple circles.  Consider giving the game a time limit if you 
are worried about getting through the lesson content. 
 
Before starting the game, explain that the Pentateuch is the first 5 books of the Bible.  
With the death of Moses last time we met, we have concluded our study of the 
Pentateuch and are moving on in the Old Testament. 
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First God tells Joshua to be strong and courageous because the task ahead of him 
would not be easy. The Promised Land was not sitting empty while the children of 
Israel were down in Egypt for 400 years. The land was occupied by people not willing 
to give it up easily; there would be many enemies to face and battles to fight. They 
needed to remember to believe and trust in God.  
 
The second thing God tells Joshua to do is to be obedient to everything Moses wrote 
down. At this time the children of Israel only had the first five books of the Bible. We 
call them the Books of Moses because Moses had written them. They are also called 
“The Law” because they had all the instructions God had given Moses, including the 
Ten Commandments. God tells Joshua to do everything that is in the books of Moses.  
 
God reminded Joshua to be very careful to obey all of His commands so that he 
would be successful in all that he did. He was to constantly read and study God’s 
Word. 
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Before the children of Israel crossed the Jordan River, Joshua secretly sent two spies 
to find out about the people and the city of Jericho. The two spies crossed the Jordan 
River and sneaked into the city of Jericho. They soon found their way to a house built 
right into the wall – the house of a woman named Rahab. It didn’t take long for the 
king to find out about the spies and where they were.  
 
Rahab told the spies what people in Jericho had heard about the Israelites – how God 
divided the Red Sea so that they could cross and how He helped them defeat the 
powerful kings out in the wilderness on the other side of the Jordan River. Rahab saw 
that the God of the Israelites was not like any of the idols the people of Jericho 
worshipped. She could see that He is all-powerful. Hearing of God’s great power and 
care for the nation of Israel brought fear to the people of Jericho.  
 
Rahab lowered the spies down the wall from her window by a rope. Rahab tells the 
spies to run for the mountains to hide for three days. Before leaving, the spies tell 
Rahab to tie a red rope in her window so they will be able to tell which house is hers 
when they come back to fight the battle of Jericho. The spies did as Rahab told them 
to do. They hid in the mountains for three days and then hurried back to Joshua to 
give their report.  
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Reminder: The ark of the covenant was Israel’s most sacred treasure. The ark was a 
gold-covered box with two angels facing each other on the lid. Inside the ark were 
the tablets of the Ten Commandments Moses received from God, a jar of manna (the 
bread God miraculously sent from heaven during the desert wanderings), and Aaron’s 
staff (the symbol of the high priest’s authority). 
 
When it was time the priests picked up the ark of the covenant and started walking 
toward the river, just as Joshua told them to do.  However, it was the rainy season 
and the Jordan River was running fast and deep. 
 
Joshua 3:15-16 ”And as those who bore the ark came to the Jordan, and the feet of 
the priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water (for the Jordan 
overflows all its banks during the whole time of harvest), that the waters which came 
down from upstream stood still, and rose in a heap very far away at Adam, the city 
that is beside Zaretan. So the waters that went down into the Sea of Arabah, the Salt 
Sea, failed and were cut off; and the people crossed over opposite Jericho.” 
 
The town of Adam was several miles north of where the Israelites crossed the river. 
 
The priests carrying the ark stayed in the center of the river until everyone had 
passed.  Once they left, the river resumed its flowing. 
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Each tribe was to select a man to gather a large stone and they were to carry it to the 
place where they would stay the night. 
The 12 stones would create a monument  
The purpose of the monument was to remind the people of what God had done for 
them.  In vs. 21-22 it specifically talks about when children ask their parents, it is the 
parents job to share what God had done. 
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God instructs them to walk around the city once a day for 6 days and on the 7th day 
they are to walk around 7 times, have the priests blow their trumpets and the people 
are to shout.  The wall of the city would cave in. 
 
This showed that it was God who defeated them.  This whole journey has been about 
showing the Israelites that it is not about their power but about what God does for 
them. 
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